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RIR Service Regions
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RIPE and the RIPE NCC

● Formed in 1989

● It’s an open community

● Information exchange

● Technical coordination

● Policy development

● Formed in 1992

● It’s a membership organisation

● Run by the RIPE NCC staff and 
overseen by an Executive 
Board elected by members 

● Provides services and is the 
secretariat to RIPE 

● Implements policies



Mirjam Kühne and Anna Wilson | RIPE 92 | 18 May 2026

Connecting people and networks 
since 1989

Réseaux IP Européens 
(RIPE)
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Welcome to RIPE

A forum open to all interested in wide area IP networks 

The objective of RIPE is to ensure the administrative and 
technical coordination necessary to enable the operation of 
the Internet.
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Welcome to RIPE

RIPE is open to 
everyone.

No membership needed.
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How RIPE Operates

● Have a defined charter 

● Discuss policy proposals on 
mailing lists and at RIPE Meetings

● There are currently 12 active 
RIPE Working Groups

● Each Working Group has at least 
two Chairs, selected from and by 
the RIPE community

Working Groups

● Task Forces are set up when there 
is a need to work on specific 
topics

● Usually time-bound with a limited 
scope

● Consists of community volunteers 
and supporting RIPE NCC staff

● “The RIPE Chair ensures that the 
RIPE community functions well.”

● RIPE Chair and RIPE Vice-Chair 
form the Chair Team

● Selected by the community for a 
five-year term

Task Forces RIPE Chair Team

Work is carried out in Working Groups and Task Forces
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RIPE Working Groups

● Address Policy

● Connect

● Cooperation

● Database

● DNS

● IPv6

● Measurements, Analysis and Tools (MAT)

● Open Source

● Internet of Things (IoT)

● RIPE NCC Services

● Routing

● Security

ripe.net/community/wg/

https://www.ripe.net/community/wg/
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Working Groups use mailing lists to:

● Share ideas
● Ask for different perspectives
● Discuss policy proposals
● Call for and select new Working Group 

Chairs
● Working Group Chairs announce 

conclusions on their respective mailing 
lists!

ripe.net/membership/mail/ripe-mailing-lists/

How Working Groups Work

https://www.ripe.net/membership/mail/ripe-mailing-lists/
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Policy development follows these steps:

● Discussion within the Working Group or 
other relevant groups

● Impact analysis by the RIPE NCC
● Comments and review
● Last call
● Seeking consensus

ripe.net/publications/docs/ripe-781/

Policy Development in a Nutshell

https://www.ripe.net/publications/docs/ripe-781/
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RIPE NCC: The Secretariat

We provide support to RIPE by:

● Organising RIPE Meetings!
● Supporting the policy development 

process - a dedicated Policy Officer 
● Recording, archiving, documentation
● Take a look at the RIPE document 

store!

ripe.net/publications/docs/

https://www.ripe.net/publications/docs/
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What’s in it for you?

Engage with experts 

Build your professional network 
at a global level

Become part of the community 
of people who helped build the 
Internet

Contribute to discussions

Your participation helps shape 
the Internet!



HOW CAN YOU 
PARTICIPATE?
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Save the Dates!

● RIPE 93 (Sofia): 26-30 October 2026
● RIPE 94 (Vilnius): 24-28 May 2027
● RIPE 95 (Location TBC): 15-19 Nov 2027

The dates until RIPE 100 are already 
announced.

ripe93.ripe.net
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Bridging academia and operations

● Supports academics and researchers 
who would like to participate in RIPE

● Funding to attend a RIPE Meeting
● Calls open before each RIPE Meeting 
● Have your draft slides ready :) 
● The call for RIPE 93 (Sofia) is open from 

8 June - 3 August

ripe.net/raci

RACI: RIPE Academic Cooperation Initiative

https://www.ripe.net/community/community-initiatives/raci/
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A four month programme designed to help 
you become an active participant in RIPE

● A dedicated coach to help you achieve 
your goals

● Design your own learning path
● A lively cohort of other Fellows
● Personal and professional growth
● Get funded to participate in RIPE

The 2027 Fellowship call for RIPE 94 and 
RIPE 95 will open this autumn

The RIPE Fellowship Programme

ripe.net/fellowship

https://www.ripe.net/community/community-initiatives/ripe-fellowship/
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Everyone is welcome!

● Dedicated newcomers’ webinar before the 
meeting to help you prepare

● Introduction session to navigate the 
meeting 

● Mentoring programme - get mentored by 
an experienced community member

● Roughly 25% of attendees are first-timers

Newcomers and Mentoring
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Questions 
& Comments ?

uathale@ripe.net

mailto:uathale@ripe.net

